
As long as one side sees it as an

act of benevolence and the

other as an issue of rights, there

can be no reconciliation.

-  Mizhana Gheezhik
  The Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair

QUICK resourceS for further learning

Vignette 2

ADMIT ONE

l’ancêtre qui éveille dialogue avec l’enseignante qui essaye

an invitation into 
disruptive treaty scripting*

the project
Anchored and humbled by six-years of re/search of Indigenous perspectives and inspired by

Augusto Boal’s  (1974) Theatre of the Oppressed and David Diamond’s (2007) Theatre for Living,
these inner-dialogues between AncestoryAnybody and TryingTeacher aim to connect with,
unsettle, and incite teachers to push through the fear of wrongdoing currently paralyzing the
enactment of their responsibilities in the TRC’s (2015) Calls to Action in Ontario’s classrooms.

this episode
In this vignette, AncestoryAnybody reminds TryingTeacher of two incidents involving

colleagues: a math teacher who did not see his role in ‘all this stuff’ and a French teacher who
forced an Indigenous student to present her culture. Today, after listening to Indigenous

perspectives, would TryingTeacher speak up and engage?

your new script
After the episode, you are invited to try saying any one of

these treaty-inspired responses* in order to practice
interrupting some of the damaging discourse that can be

heard in our Ontario schools.

“I learned that initial Treaty relationships
quickly turned into oppressive and racist
control of Nations by laws such as the

Indian Act. How did your student feel about
speaking about her experiences? How was her

Nation and family affected?” 

“I think it’s sad how the initial Nation to Nation
relationship based on respect changed into European

knowledge replacing traditional Indigenous
knowledge. The history of math is so interesting!
It’s crazy how we are so used to Base 10 math! The
Inuit used base 20 I think, and the Mayans also!?” 

“I wonder how many self-identified
students I have in my class. I wonder
how many choose not to self-identify.” 

“Have you ever seen the BC initiative
called Math First Peoples? Or MathCatchers?
Check them out online! Very eye-opening!” 

Denise Petitpas, (OCT, MEd) 2024 - Created using CanvaEducation
*Disruptive Treaty Scripting is inspired by Anti-Racism Response Training (A.R.T.) program, developed by Dr. Ishu Ishiyama in addtion to Augusto Boal’s and David Diamond’s work in interactive, socially engaged theatre.

Not the Indian You Had in Mind 
- Thomas King

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptk__Ga43Wg
https://showmeyourmath.ca/
https://www.fnesc.ca/math-first-peoples/
https://www.sfu.ca/mathcatcher.html
https://vimeo.com/39451956

