
As long as one side sees it as an
act of benevolence and theother as an issue of rights, there

can be no reconciliation.
-  Mizhana Gheezhik  The Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair

QUICK resourceS for further learning

Vignette 6

ADMIT ONE

l’ancêtre qui éveille dialogue avec l’enseignante qui essaye

an invitation into 
disruptive treaty scripting*

the project
Anchored and humbled by six-years of re/search of Indigenous perspectives and inspired by
Augusto Boal’s  (1974) Theatre of the Oppressed and David Diamond’s (2007) Theatre for Living,
these inner-dialogues between AncestoryAnybody and TryingTeacher aim to connect with,
unsettle, and incite teachers to push through the fear of wrongdoing currently paralyzing the
enactment of their responsibilities in the TRC’s (2015) Calls to Action in Ontario’s classrooms.

this episode
In this vignette, AncestoryAnybody takes TryingTeacher back to a conversation with a

colleague who couldn’t understand all the ‘fuss’ over all this ‘reconciliation stuff’ these days…
Her mother had been beaten in school too, so what? Today, after listening to Indigenous

perspectives, would TryingTeacher speak up and engage? Would you?

your new script
After the episode, you are invited to try saying any one of

these treaty-inspired responses* in order to practice
interrupting some of the damaging discourse that can be

heard in our Ontario schools.

“I am so sorry to hear about your mother’s experience
in school. My parents were also beaten in school by
the nuns and couldn’t understand English when they
were forced to go in high school. However horrible

that was, I think that the Residential school system
was particularly cruel in that it was created to ‘kill
the Indian in the child’. Many children died or were
very seriously abused in those schools and were sent
away from their families for years. All their rights,
language and culture were erased there. The schools
were opened and made mandatory as the Governement

tried to expand access to the Land.” 

“The Canadian government pursued this
policy of cultural genocide because
it wished to divest itself of its
legal and financial obligations to
Aboriginal people and gain control
over their land and resources. If
every Aboriginal person had been
‘absorbed into the body politic,’
there would be no reserves, no

Treaties, and no Aboriginal rights.” 

Denise Petitpas, (OCT, MEd) 2024 - Created using CanvaEducation
*Disruptive Treaty Scripting is inspired by Anti-Racism Response Training (A.R.T.) program, developed by Dr. Ishu Ishiyama in addtion to Augusto Boal’s and David Diamond’s work in interactive, socially engaged theatre.

indigenouspeoplesatlasofcanada.ca
History of residential schools

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TYBUJaFGD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5Gi0ycmekE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1KWzchl5ow

